North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
11th September 2024 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman), Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman),  Lisa Edwards, Tim Bennett, and John Ellacott.  
Also present Mike Richards (Clerk) 
1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Richard Farrar and Cllr Nathan Hull (NYC)

2. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
 Matters arising from the meetings of 10th July 2024:
 a) Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS). Councillors again discussed possible re-location of the VAS
 to either Rigton Hill or Hall Green Lane. Rigton Hill was discounted as there isn’t the requisite 

 distance for the correct operation of the sign.  It was decided that Hall Green Lane was the  

 most suitable location and Councillors undertook to consider where would be the best 

 position, either using an existing pole or installing a new one. Suggestions for the location will 

 be submitted to the clerk.
 b) Data capture. The clerk and Cllr Bennett will liaise to arrange for the traffic data (speed 

 and volume), recorded by the Church Hill VAS, to be collected and analysed (to be presented 

 at future meetings)
 The minutes were then proposed for acceptance by Cllr. Edwards and seconded by 
 Cllr Bennett.  The Chairman signed the minutes as a true record. 
 Although he was unable to attend the meeting, Cllr Hull had informed the Chairman that he  
 was arranging a meeting with Julian Smith MP. This would be a site meeting to view reported 
 problems with road junctions on the A658 and A61, between Pool and Pannal. This would 
 obviously include the Hall Green Lane/A658 junction and the Chairman indicated her 
 intention to attend, other councillors also welcome. Date to be arranged.
              Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None. 
      3.     Administration
              a) Village Garden – ownership.
              Deferred until the November meeting, due to Cllr Hull’s absence
              b) 1st Aid training. Yorkshire Ambulance Service does not routinely provide such training. 

              However, a “refresher” training session on the use of the defibrillator should be possible and 
              the clerk will follow up with the original YAS contact point. Cllrs Hopkins and Bennett both 

              agreed to speak with their medically qualified neighbours about possible alternative 

              solutions. The Chairman then suggested that a practical training session with the defibrillator 
              for councillors, could be considered for the November meeting?
              c) Boundary Commission. NYC had recently held a presentation setting out the programme 
              for the review of electoral constituencies, wards and parishes. The initial consultation period 

              will run from October until December 2024.
      4.     Finance. 
               Approval of expenditure.

	M Richards Aug Sal 
				£288.70

	M Richards July Salary

				£223.03


	HMRC - PAYE

				£131.34

	HMRC - PAYE
				£131.34

	Bank charges June-July
				£29.37

	Clear - insurance
				£387.76

	S Bush – grass cutting June
				£225.22

	M Hopkins – Gala exps
				£128.00

	S Bush – grass cutting July
				£450.44

	Almond Gdn Serv – July-Aug
				£439.00

	RAE Scott Gala exps
			£101.00

	John Ellacott -picket fence fix
			£24.96

					£2,172.40


	
	
	
	
	

	The Chairman did question the two payments for grasscutting as the dates did not tally with her own observations. The clerk will raise with the contractor. Councillors approved the above 12 payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets. 
b) CAB donation. Councillors discussed but did not feel this was an appropriate charge on the precept.
	
	
	
	


 5.   Planning
 Applications
  a)  None
  Decisions and Enforcement 
  b) i) ZC24/02335/FUL - Proposed agricultural building: Low Moor Farm, Dunkeswick Lane, 
  Weeton.



GRANTED
  ii) ZC24/02575/AMENDS – Non-material amendment to planning permission
  ZC23/02160/FUL to alter fenestrations, roof covering and configuration of garden room: New 
  House Farm, Crag Lane.

GRANTED
  iii) ZC24/01742/TPO - Draw back limbs by 2.5m from gable end. Crown thin evenly by 10% to 
  1 no. Maple (sycamore?) T1 and 1 no. Beech T2 Crown thin evenly by 10% to T3, T4,   
  T5,T6,T7 Tree Preservation Order - 34/2000 G1 5beech1syc prunus: Wharfedale View, Crag 
  Lane, North Rigton.
  PART TO BE APPROVED: Lateral Reduction to 1 no. Maple (T1) and 1 no. Beech (T2) by  
  2.5m from gable end of dwelling under Tree Preservation Order 34/2000.
  PART TO BE REFUSED: Crown thinning by 10% to 1 no. Maple (T1), 1 no. Beech (T2) and to 
  T3, T4, T5, T6 and T7 under Tree Preservation Order 34/2000.
  Councillors noted the above and had no comments, although the Chairman did opine that, in 
  her view, the full application was entirely justified.
  c) Other
  Rigg Farm complaint. Councillors agreed that no response was needed and noted that an 
  appeal had been made to the Planning Inspector.  
      6.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
             a) Potholes. Noted that patching had been carried out on the po[holes on High Moor Road, 
             but in the reported opinion of several residents and councillors the repairs were not fit for 
             purpose. The clerk will contact NYC Highways again to request a more permanent solution ie 
             complete resurfacing.
             b) Pavement outside Barn Elm House. NYC had undertaken to write to the property owner, 
             requiring repairs to be made. It is unclear whether this action has been taken and the clerk 
             will raise again with Highways.
             c) Church Hill flooding. Despite the earlier repairs carried out by NYC, water still bubbling up 
             from the path, lower down Church Hill. The clerk will raise again with NYC.

       7.   Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
              a) Health and Safety inspection. Hitherto, the inspection has been carried out by 
              NYC/ROSPA. A communication has been received from a company with the offer of bi-
              annual inspections in a 5-year contract for £399. This would be cheaper than the existing 
              arrangement but it is not clear what is included in the package. The clerk will make further
              enquiries. The Chairman then raised the matter of the school playing field (off Church Hill) 
              Health and Safety type inspections were carried out by the previous gardening contractor but 
              this has now ceased. The whole issue of the use of, responsibility for and insurance cover of 
              the field needs to be considered and confirmed. As a first measure, the clerk will check the 
              details in the PC insurance policy. 
              b) Tombola. As recorded previously, due to the reduced Gala activities, the tombola was 
              rearranged to be held at the Square and Compass family event. The evening was a great 
              success with over £100 being raised from the tombola. Thanks to Cllr Edwards and her team 
              for organising and running the event.    
              c) Communication received alerting members of the “Western Arc Co-ordination Group” of an 
              apparent diversion from the normal planning approval process. One of the Western Arc 
              housing developments had been considered and approved by NYC’s Strategic Development 
              Committee rather than the normal Harrogate and Knaresborough Planning Panel. This is of 
              potential concern because “it takes the Council’s consideration largely out of the hands of 
              local Members and puts it in the hands of Members from across the Council, many of whom 
              have no direct or political stake in the future development. Planning approvals could 
              therefore be made without any input from local members with local knowledge which may 
              directly affect applications. Councillors accepted the facts of the communication and it was 
              agreed for it to be forwarded to Cllr Hull for his comments.
              d) Mole control. Councillors formally indicated their agreement for the employment of a mole
              catcher to help eradicate the mole problem in the Village garden.
            
       8.   Other items. None reported.
                       
       9.
 Dates of next meeting:
                      
                      13 November at 7.30pm (St John’s Church)
                        8 January 2025 at 7.30pm at St John’s Church


 There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.15
Signed







Chairman

